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„IS THERE ALTERNATIVE TO MEDICINE?“
ELECTIVE COURSE
CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF A RESEARCH ARTICLE ON CAM (DAY-2)
Read the tips in the paragraphs below and erase them one by one as you write your text under the given titles. Fill in all 12 sections. Send the fill out form to matko.marusic@mefst.hr.
Consult the handbook Marušić M, editor. Principles of Research in Medicine. 1st. edition. Zagreb: Medicinska naklada; 2008. to find explanations of the terms and concepts (help yourself by using the handbook’s Index).
	Student(s)
	Name and surname:  

	
	e-address: 

	
	Name and surname: 

	
	e-address: 

	1. Article
Give the full reference of the chosen article (Vancouver style).

	2. Research Aim
Clearly define the problem which the authors of the article investigated. It is best to write two short paragraphs; in the first define the problem, and in the second define the aim of the research.

	3. Hypothesis
Write the hypothesis of the analyzed study (as a statement).
Comment the following (in the article):
· Is the hypothesis simple and clear?
· Did the hypothesis determine study design? (Does the study design correspond to the hypothesis?)
· Did the authors conduct an intervention, if yes, is it mentioned as a part of the hypothesis?

	4. Design of the study
What was the design of the analyzed study?
· Was it prospective, cohort, cross-sectional, or?

· Was it randomized (how)?

· Was there an intervention?

· Did the study have the placebo group?

	5. Target population
Define clearly and in detail the population (participants) of the study.

	6. Sample
Describe the sample the authors used. Write:

· What type of sample was it?

· How was the sample created?

· How big was the sample?

· Was the sample representative of the entire or targeted population?

	7. Study groups
Describe and define in detail:
· experimental group;
· control group;
· possible other groups.

	8. Treatment(s)/intervention(s)
List, describe:

· all interventions/treatments and procedures which were utilized.
Find (in the article) and list:
· inclusion and exclusion criteria 

	9. Main outcome measure(s)
W 8s) What was/were the main outcome measure(s) utilized in the study you analyzed?
· Did the authors choose outcomes important for the patients (e.g., morbidity, incidence, odds ratio, pain, quality of life)?
· Did authors list each outcome’s concrete measuring unit (e.g., g/L, yes/no, percentage, etc.)?

	10. Possible weaknesses, biases and confounding variables
List:

· weaknesses,

· biases and

· confounding variables of the study that you analyzed.
For each describe why it is a bias or a confounder and how the authors minimized/prevented its influence on the results of the study.

	11. Key result(s)
Define clearly and in detail the key result(s) of the study.

	12. Key conclusion(s)

Define clearly and in detail the key conclusion(s) of the study.


